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1. Introduction 

This self-guided walk covers the 
area to the south of All Saints’ 
Church in Upper Norwood.  It 
should take about 2 hours. The walk 
includes one short steep uphill 
section, broken by several stops, 
with the rest mostly on the flat or 
downhill, all  on paved surfaces.  

The walk will introduce a number of 
colourful Victorian characters and 
their grand homes. The original title 
‘ Weather forecasting, wine cellars, 
leech ponds, disabled soldiers, tea 
estates  and Sherlock Holmes’ 
should become clear by the end of 
the walk.  Bare knuckle fighting, 
paupers, burial disputes and 
suicides will also be encountered 
along the way! 

It could be argued that the area 
covered by the walk is largely South 
Norwood, however, the 1865 Street 
Directory for Croydon states that 
”'The real line of separation between 
South and Upper Norwood is 
Whitehorse Road/Lane; all below is 
South Norwood. All above as far as 
Crown Hill/Central Hill is Upper 
Norwood”.  That is the definition of 
Upper Norwood used here. 

The starting point in the forecourt of 
All Saints’ Church is at the southern 
end of the long narrow Norwood 
ridge; at this point some 115m 
above sea level.  Geographically this 
type of ridge is known as a hog’s 
back. It provides the most sought-
after views in two and often three 
directions. For example the sale 

catalogue for Falkland Park, in 1912, 
claimed it had views of seven 
counties. The ridge is about three 
miles long and formed of London 
clay capped in places with  gravel. 

Pevsner said that the heights of 
Norwood had some of the best 
views in south London.  He claimed 
that in the early 19th century the 
southern and western slopes 
attracted rural villas and some 
larger houses in the neighbourhood 
of Beaulah Spa.  

During the 19th century wealthy 
middle class Victorians were drawn 
to Upper Norwood to escape the 
grime and pollution of the city and 
to separate work from home.  They 
bought plots of land and created a 
number of mansions, some of 
which are still evident. 

For the Victorians the chance to 
escape the oppressive environment 
of London for green grass, trees, 
quietness and views was very 
attractive.  The perfect home 
consisting of a small villa 
surrounded by gardens, back and 
front, and a winding drive which 
together served as a means of 
affirming one's social status.  

This guide follows the numbers on 
the map.  Illustrations and 
photographs have been included 
where buildings no longer exist or 
where they add to the story. 

 

Stephen Oxford 

 



 

The Walk Route 

 

 

 



 

2. All Saints’ Church 

All Saints’ Church was built 
between 1827-29 to the designs of 
James Savage, who mainly designed 
minor churches.  The tower and 
spire were added in 1841 and the 
Chancel, at the east end terminating 
in an apse, in 1861. 

Due to a shortage of funds and after 
an initial debate about who owned 
the land cheap facing bricks were 
used and some design details were 
lost. It has been described as 
Victorian Gothic or even more 
disparagingly as Cardboard Gothic  
(Warwick1972). Probably its tower is 
its best feature. 

The death registers start in 1831, 
recording name, abode, date of 
burial and age.  Ages of people 
buried in 1831/2 range from 2 days 
to 91 years.  The majority were less 
than ten years old (62%), though the 
number living past their 60th 
birthday was only 5 (8%), one of 
whom was 81 and a second 91. 

The decade from 1838 showed a 
sharp increase in the deaths of 
children under 15 many, if not most, 
of whom came from Mr Aubin's 
Poor House or House of Industry.  
This was run on the site of what was 
the Cambridge public house at the 
junction of Church Road and 
Westow Hill. 

Supposedly there are 3,025 corpses 
buried in the grave yard, 900 of 
whom were pauper children from 
Mr Aubin's Poor House. No markers 
remain of pauper burials. During 
the 1860s local residents tried to 
have burials stopped claiming there 

were already too many and their 
remains were polluting a local well!  
All burials, except of family 
members in pre-existing graves, 
were stopped in 1869.  One of the 
prime movers for this was Dr Hetley, 
who was later buried in the church 
yard! 

Bomb damage - On the night of 

January 11/12 1941 three high 
explosive bombs were dropped on 
the church yard.  The west end of 
the church was very badly 
damaged; if you look at the 
brickwork either side of the tower 
you will see that it is fresh, as it was 
restored in 1954.  

Graves - Use the map, on the 

following page, to locate the 
following graves: 1. Admiral Fitzroy, 
2. Hetley Family Grave, 3. Maubert 
and Viscount Falkland, 4 Wigg 
Family Grave.  These characters will 
be encountered in the course of the 
walk.  There are others whose graves 
are yet to be located. 

Admiral Fitzroy: 1805-1865 Captain 

of the Beagle on Darwin's 
expedition, a short stint as Governor 
General of New Zealand and first 
director of the Meteorological Office.  
Had great knowledge and insight of 
weather at sea.  He introduced 
'synoptic' charts, by gathering 
weather data and regular forecasts. 
He worked on making barometers 
robust and reliable and available to 
seafarers and 'Storm Cones' to 
indicate forthcoming storms. 
However, his forecasts were much 
criticised and he spent his own 
money on public expenditure and 



 

he  died, by his own hand, virtually 
penniless.  

He was found in a pool of blood in 
his bedroom, (Lyndhurst House, 
Church Road) after the door was 
forced open. Dr Hetley was called 

and attended to him until he died 
about 2 hours later.  The inquest 
into his death found that he 'came 
by his death at his own hand whilst 
in a state of unsound mind'. 

 

 

 

 

Burial fees in 1861: Common grave 15s, Stillborns 2s, Family grave £30-40, monument 

etc.. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       The Maubert Family Grave  

 

 

 

 

 

 Admiral Fitzroy 

       The Wigg Family Grave 

 

3. THE LIVINGSTONE 

TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 

Opposite the Wigg grave is the 
Livingstone telephone exchange 
opened in August 1928. It was 
named after the connection 
between the local Stanley family 
and Dr Livingstone, I presume!  

LIV was dialled, then 548 
(numerical equivalent of LIV) 
changed to 653 in the 1960s when 
London was running out of useable 
names and later to 8653.  

The exchange was built to 
accommodate thousands of 

Strowger mechanical switches, 
invented in 1888. Previously calls 
were routed manually.  

 

A Strowger Mechanical Switch 

Current digital systems require far 
less space and this exchange could 
be replaced with a building the size 
of a wardrobe. 

 

 

 

 



 

4. CROYDON TRANSMITTER 

This 114m high transmitter was 
established by the Independent 
Television Authority (ITA) and began 
transmitting on 405 lines in 
September 1955. In 1962 it was 
extended to 152m to improving 
coverage. 

1969 – beginning of 625 line colour 
transmissions, but these were sent 
from the Colour Control Centre here 
to the Crystal Palace Transmitter. 

In 1973 FM radio transmissions 
began with LBC, quickly followed by 
Capital Radio. 

In 1978 a Regional Control Centre 
was opened here but by 1985 
television transmissions had ceased 
as 405 and VHF services were 
closed. 

In 1990 Independent Broadcasting 
Authority (IBA), as it had by then 
become, was abolished and all its 
facilities were transferred to 
National Transcommunications Ltd., 
(NTL). 

In March of 1997 television 
broadcasting resumed as Channel 5 
was transmitted from Croydon.

 

 

5. KINGSLYN 

 

 



 

On Kingslyn Crescent there was 
once a grand Victorian house 
boasting fifteen bedrooms, three 
large reception rooms, a boudoir, 
bathroom, domestic rooms, stabling, 
a lodge and pretty gardens of over 2 
1/2 acres.  The dining room was 30ft 

long with parquet flooring. It had a 
three storey entrance hall with 
stained glass 'lanthorn' (lantern) 
with a floor of tessellated marble. 
There was a wine cellar and strong 
room for storing valuables.

Kingslyn was built by Dr W S Black 
in about 1877 but, supposedly, 
having spent vast sums on its 
opulence, he could not afford to live 
in it and by 1879 it was occupied by 
the Watson family.  Charles Watson, 
born in Blackburn Lancashire, 
made his fortune in partnership 
with John Connell providing 
groceries to miners of the Australian 
Gold Rush.  Gold was found in the 
Melbourne area in the 1840s, where 
his daughters, Mary and Violet were 
born.   

 

 Violet Fuchs, nee Watson 

Violet later married (1907) a 
German, Ernst Fuchs, and a year 

later she gave birth to Vivian Fuchs, 
the famous explorer.  Years later 
Violet wrote up her memories of 
living here, see Norwood Reviews 
186 and 188.  By 1891 the family 
had moved to Tunbridge in Kent. 

In 1891 Joseph Flitcroft Fletcher, a 
wealthy property owner, moved into 
Kingslyn where he lived until his 
death in 1899.  He left £89k in his 
will (£9.8million, in today's value).  
When his wife died in 1893 she left 
instructions for her diamonds and 
silver to be sold by Christies! 

Kingslyn was auctioned off in 1900 
and bought by a Mr John Charles 
Bois, a rich Taipan (merchant) 
trading with Shanghai, from 
Camberwell, who lived there with 
his wife, son, daughter Kathleen and 
three servants.  His son was born in 
China.  

His daughter, Kathleen Annie, 
married Robert Joseph Atkinson 
Terry on the 29th December 1906 at 
All Saints’ Church. Lt Colonel Terry, 
a veteran of the South African War 
and NW Frontier of India, was 
injured in the Battle of Loos, October 
1915.Three days later he died of his 
wounds and was awarded the DSO, 
MVO (Member of the Royal 
Victorian Order, a Knighthood) and 
was twice mentioned in despatches. 



 

He is buried in the Noeux-Les-Mines 
communal cemetery in France. 

His widow lived at Kingslyn from 
1915 until 1922 at about which time 
the family moved to Devon. The 
mansion Kingslyn then vanished 
from the street directories, probably 
being demolished to make way for 
Kingslyn Crescent in the late 1920s. 

Decimus Burton, the famous 
architect, designed Beulah Spa and 

two lodges designed by him survive: 
one is Tivoli Lodge at the entrance to 
what was Beulah Spa, the other is 
the lodge at the Grange entrance to 
what is now Grangewood Park. 
Apart from a small section at the 
bottom which is now Grange Road 
the road was called originally 
Decimus Burton Road, after the 
architect.  

 

6. The Grange 

The Grange was built in the early 
19th century and is probably one of 
the oldest surviving mansions in the 
area.  It was built in the late 
Georgian style with a symmetrical 
three storey front and lower wings 
but, unusually, with the main 
entrance at the side on Grange Hill. 
This was to maximise the number of 
rooms in the house that could take 
advantage of the view to the west. 
There were servants’ quarters at the 
top, service rooms in the semi-
basement and a tradesmen's 
entrance beneath the main front 
door.  The first floor rooms have 
large arched windows.  There were 
stables and a coach house on 
Grange Road. 

When it was built The Grange had 
grounds extending to the rear up 
Grange Hill, now occupied by 6 and 
8 Grange Hill.  The view, now 
partially obscured, would have 
extended more than 20 miles and 
was one of the things that attracted 
the upper middle classes to this part 
of Norwood in the early 1800s.   

Under the front lawn is a brick-
arched double-roomed basement, 
separated from the house and later 
converted with the addition of 
concrete slabs and a coal hole. Its 
original function is unclear. 

 

One section of the basement 
 
The Grange appears on the 1820 
Tithe map as being owned and 
occupied by Henry Barton. 
  
By 1853 The Grange was occupied 
by the Wigg family, a merchant 
trading with South America; Brazil 
and Argentina. William Frederick 
Wigg married Jannaria from Buenos 
Aires, Argentina and they lived at 
The Grange, eventually with five 
children a governess, a cook and 
two housemaids.   

In 1873 the cook summonsed Mr 
Wigg for 'unfair dismissal' but as she 



 

had been intoxicated and had 
ruined dinner for the family and 
guests the charges were dismissed. 

Jannaria died in 1874 of kidney 
failure and was buried in All Saints’ 
Church yard. This led to the Rev 
Watson being charged with illegal 
internment.  At the trial it was stated 
that an order had been issued, due 
to a nuisance caused by excessive 
burials (Dr Hetley being one of the 
main protagonists), banning all 
burials there except in family vaults.  
It was claimed that the family had 
no vault or interest in the 
churchyard, even though Wiggs's 
son Henry Frias was buried there in 
1866.  The bench dismissed the 
summons with costs. 

Jannaria remained in the family 
grave to be joined by their daughter 
Celia in January 1883 and when her 
husband died in a diabetic coma in 
November 1883 he was buried there 
too.  His first daughter, Elvira, 
survived until 1937. 

In 1889 W F Wigg Jnr, no longer at 
The Grange, married Rosina Augusta 
Eleanor Maud Reeves, daughter of 
Sims Reeves who some described as 
the 'all-round singer who went 
wherever the pickings were 
greatest'!  Reeves lived locally at 
Grangemount, 13 Grange Road, 
demolished in the 1960s.  He sang 
at the Crystal Palace and at the 
opening of the Royal Aquarium. 

Following the death of the Wiggs, 
The Grange was sold off and by 
1891 occupied by 'Uncle' Josiah 
Ritchie; described at the time as an 
astute, plump and comely little 
American gentleman.  Born in the 

East End of London, thus not 
American, the son of a hat maker 
and later Nonconformist Minister 
(Quaker), he ran his own business as 
a dental surgeon and manufacturer 
of dental goods.  As a successful 
entrepreneur Ritchie invested in 
property and bought shares in the 
Royal Aquarium.  By the time he 
moved into The Grange he was its 
Managing Director. 

The Royal Aquarium was an 
enormous indoor pleasure garden 
in Westminster, in a building 
designed by Bedborough.  It was 
intended as a palace for Victorian 
intellectual entertainment.  It had a 
main hall, orchestra, fish tanks 
(empty at its opening in 1876), 
rooms for smoking, reading, eating 
as well as an ice skating rink, art 
gallery and theatre. 

  

 

It was never a financial success and 
as the entertainment went 
downmarket, in an attempt to 
attract more custom, Ritchie, an 
excellent communicator, was rarely 
out of the national press defending 
it or publicising its increasingly 
debatable offerings. These included 
lady divers, people fasting, a boxing 
kangaroo, two-headed Siamese 
twins, a  three-legged boy and 



 

Krako, the, supposed missing link, 
from a tribe of hairy people in Laos.  
There were also problems with the 
presence of single ladies, which 
nearly cost the Aquarium its licence. 
It closed in 1902 and the land was 
sold off to the Methodists, the site 
was used to build the Methodist 
Central Hall. 

Ritchie lived at The Grange with his 
wife Elizabeth and son Major Josiah 
George Ritchie.  Yes, by some odd 
quirk, he was actually christened 
'Major'! 

Major Ritchie became a famous 
tennis player, being a member of 
the Croydon Tennis club and among 
other success he gained three  

 

medals at the 1908 London 
Olympics. He may even have 
practised on courts in the back 
garden.  In 1909 he was married to 
Ethel Wolf. 

Josiah Ritchie died at The Grange in 
1919 of bronchitis and heart failure 
leaving £5.5 million, in today's 
value, to his wife and son. His wife 
continued to live there until her 
death in 1932.  

Even before World War II, as with so 
many large houses in the area, The 
Grange was divided into flats. 

 

 

 

 

A poster advertising The Royal Aquarium



 

7. KELVEDON, BELLE 

VUE, GAYFERE 

This is the oldest house on the walk, 
dating probably from before 1800.  
It was built as a small Georgian 
cottage, with iron porches with a 
Greek key pattern, facing onto 
Grange Hill, then little more than a 
muddy track.  Over the years it has 
been extended by adding wings and 
now is lost in a modern housing 
development. Although delisted, 
Croydon Council resisted its 
demolition. Thanks to the Norwood 
Society the house was put on 
Croydon's list of houses of 
architectural or local interest. 

Its first occupant was William Day, a 
yeoman (farmer). He sold it to James 
Teasdale who made his fortune 
from the quackery that was 
Edwardian Medicine. In the early 
1800s Britain imported six million 
leeches a year from France. Teasdale 
realised that more money was to be 
made from breeding his own 
leeches rather than importing them 
and had nine ponds dug on land he 
bought just north of the cottage.  
Bloodletting using leeches was seen 
then as a solution to almost any 
health problem and Teasdale set up 
near Blackfriars selling them.  At 
that time doctors believed in the 
four humours and that the way to 
improve health was by rebalancing 
them. 

 

               

 



 

The house was sold off in 1851 
when it was separated from the 
ponds. It was bought by John 
Seargeant who renamed it Belle 
Vue, though few parts of the house 
would have had one until he added 
the west wing with bay windows.  
Thus a small cottage had become 
one of the big houses of Norwood. 

Frank Best occupied Kelvedon 
during the 1890s, when there was a 
stream of adverts in the national 
press for a cook, nurse and house 
maid.  

Four families occupied it over the 
next 40 years, including the Kemps, 
a retired police officer’s family, 
whose daughter Mabel was married 
to a Mr Humfrey at All Saints’ 
Church in 1906. 

In 1934 the Grundy family moved in 
and renamed it Gayfere, after the 
central London road where they 
previously lived. They lived a typical 
1930s middle class lifestyle with 
tennis, piano recitals, and garden 
parties.   

This lifestyle was was supported 
with the assistance of a number of 
staff. There were nannies, gardeners 
to mow the lawns, tend the 
greenhouse and tennis courts and a 
number of house maids who helped 
with the smooth running of the 
household. 

This idyllic lifestyle came to an 
abrupt end with the outbreak of 
war.  Family members were sent 
overseas to fight and others worked 
in various roles in London hospitals. 

A bomb fell in the grounds at some 
point during the war  and with no 
insurance money payable the house 
and grounds fell into disrepair and 
the Grundys moved to Sydenham 
Hill in 1948. 

 

Mabel Humfrey in the grounds  

at Kelvedon 

 

 



 

 

 

Kelvedon after it was renamed Gayfere

8. GRANGEHILL HOUSE 

(LODGE) 

Grangehill House, later known as 
Lodge, is an early Victorian (1850s) 
detached villa on four floors with 
basement, built on an enclave of 
land on the Falkland Park Estate.  It 
was built with its back to Grange 
Hill, facing down the ridge, in order 
to maximise the views.  It originally 
had a drive that swept round to the 
front of the house from some 20 
yards further up Grange Hill. 

On the ground floor were four 
reception rooms and WC, on the 
first floor there were five bedrooms 
and dressing rooms, a bathroom 

with hot and cold water, and WC. 
On the lower ground floor were 
servants’ rooms, including sitting 
rooms, a pantry, kitchen, scullery, 
larder, WC and coal cellar. 

From the mid 1850s it was occupied 
by the Morrison family.  Mr 
Morrison (from Scotland), his wife, a 
cook and a housemaid. He was a 
London-based banker and 
stockholder who died in the house 
in 1884. His wife lived there until 
her death in 1890.  

It was put up for lease in 1895 
renamed as Grangehill Lodge, but 
remained unoccupied until 1897 
when Arnold De Beer lived there 
until his death in 1899.  



 

Lt Col MacCall and his wife lived 
there from 1908.  He was retired 
from the 8th Bengal Cavalry having 
fought in the second Afghan War at 
the battle of Maiwand in 1880.  
Coincidentally, this was the same 
battle that Dr John Watson of 
Sherlock Holmes fame supposedly 
fought and in which he was injured! 

After his death in 1911 Mrs MacCall 
lived there until her death in 1934, 
after which it was divided into flats. 

9. White Cottage 

This was the Lodge to Grange Hyrst 
and was originally called Grange 
Hyrst Lodge. The long drive to the 
main house left Grange Hill where 
the white gate is and continued 
south to the front entrance of 
Grangehyrst. The Lodge originally 
had only four rooms, occupied by 
the lodge keeper, who also served as 
gardener. 

It was occupied from 1926 until 
1955 by Harold Field. 

 

10. Falkland Lodge 

This was the Lodge to Falkland Park 
standing at the junction of South 
Norwood Hill and Grange Hill, with 
grand gates and a 300 yard drive 
south to Falkland Park House.  It 
originally had four rooms, a scullery, 
WC and out buildings. The grand 
gates were removed during World 
War 2 to help the war effort. 

 

Falkland Lodge 

11. Beaulieu 

Beaulieu stands on land that was 
once owned by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Joseph James Welch, of 
Clerkenwell, was granted a lease for 
the whole area in the 1850s. 
(Beaulieu Heights, the TV mast, the 
telephone exchange and Forsyte 
Crescent).  

In 1861 he divided the land into 
two, the northern area was leased 
by Dr Butter who built a great 
mansion called Hazelwood. (Long 
since demolished - 1920s).  Mr 
Welch first appears at Beaulieu in 
the 1853 street directory and the 
house remained in his family until 
1890.  In 1871 he was living there 
with his wife, Lettice, and four 
daughters; his two sons were not at 
home for the census.  The current 
building, with Greek style portico, 
bay windows, conservatory and 
veranda, replaced the original, but it 
is not clear when this happened. 



 

 

Beaulieu, seen from the west. 

Welch ran a hosiery manufacturers, 
Welch, Margetson and Company 
which, interestingly, was declared 
bankrupt in 1832 and 1851 ( Perry's 
Bankrupt Gazette, 02/06/1832, 
10/05/1851). In 1857 Welch, among 
others, was blackmailed by his 
former employee, Rebecca Rice 
Hamilton (The Era 10/05/1857 et al). 
She threatened to spread 
disclosures of a 'filthy and 
disgusting nature', including 
accusations of incest.  She was 
found guilty of blackmail and was 
sentenced to be transported for life. 

The business was hit by fire in 1848 
and 1869. (London Standard 
05/04/1848, Nottinghamshire 
Guardian 22/01/1869). In 1865 it 
was found guilty of infringing 
sewing machine patents ( London 
Evening Standard 05/09/1865) and 
after his death in 1877 the 
company, then run by his son, was 
threatened with 'rattening'; the 

practice 
of sabotaging machinery or tools as 
part of an industrial dispute. 

Welch died in 1872 leaving over £12 
million in today's value. 

Beaulieu was put up for sale in 1889 
and was then occupied by a Mrs 
Longsdon, living on her own means 
and supporting her son David, an 
artist, whose work was exhibited at 
the Royal Academy in 1898.  

Over the next two decades Beaulieu 
was sold to William Purcell (1901), 
Thomas Sutton (1908) and Thomas 
Carmichael (1914).  

By 1923 Beaulieu was owned by 
Henry Gordon Packer, a department 
manager from Tooting, who 
established in the house a School 
for Girls. The school remained until 
1934 when, still owned by Packer, it 
became The Beaulieu Hotel. During 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/sabotage
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/machinery
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/tool
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/industrial
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/dispute


 

World War 1 Packer was based at 
HMS Crystal Palace.  

During World War 2 Beaulieu was a 
surface air raid shelter for 75 people.  
On the night of 2nd of September 
1940 a bomb landed in the grounds 
and caused 'slight damage' (Croydon 
Civil Defence Committee Air Raid 
report). 

In 1938 Beaulieu and grounds were 
bought by Croydon Council. During 
World War 2 the grounds were used 
as allotments and later the Council 
wrecked the grounds, possibly laid 
out by Joseph Paxton, by creating a 

wide track through them. In 1946, 
when it was still known as The 
Beaulieu Heights Hotel, Lt Col 
Beaton, former assistant chief 
engineer to the South African 
Government Railways, died there. 

In 1975 the Council turned it into a 
home for the mentally handicapped, 
but after the death of a resident 
from drinking dishwasher detergent 
in 1991 it was closed in 1992 and 
turned into Council offices in 1994 
and later converted into flats.  Seven 
stylish new houses were built on the 
drive from South Norwood Hill. 

 

 

 

A painting by David Longsdon, possibly the grounds of Beaulieu 

12. WHITE LION PUBLIC 

HOUSE 

The White Lion Public House 
originally stood opposite the top of 
Grange Hill at its junction with 
South Norwood Hill.  According to 



 

the 1891 Surrey Public House 
Directory it stood there between 
1821 and 1871, but by 1871 it was 
closed and was probably 
demolished shortly afterwards.  By 
1894 the land was occupied by a 
detached villa. 

It appears on the 1860 and 1863 OS 
maps, when it had a yard and 
extensive stabling.  

The White Lion was the location of a 
number of interesting events: 

 1828 - Bare Knuckle Fight, 
Savage V Sweeney 

 1836 - Female Licensee 
 1837 - Suicide Inquest 
 1839 - Summons for Allowing 

Drinking out of Hours 
 1840 and 63 - Shooting 

Competitions 
 1865 - Theft of £20 (£1,000) 

from Licensee 

1828 - The bare knuckle fight, then 
illegal but similar events were often 
attended by The Prince of Wales, 
generated a large report in the 
National Press.  One of the fighters, 
Mr Savage, stayed in the White Lion 
before travelling in a barouche to 
the fight near the Jolly Sailor at the 
bottom of South Norwood Hill.  
Hundreds turned up to watch, 
including men and women from all 
classes.  

During round 16 several constables 
arrived and everyone scattered.  
Savage returned to the White Lion 
where he was apprehended by the 
constables who told him they would 
prevent further fighting. Whether the 
fight ever continued or what the 
outcome was is not reported. 

 

                 

Bare Knuckle Fighting 

1836 - Mrs Sarah Trowbridge 
became landlady on the death of 

her husband, who is buried in All 
Saints’ Church Yard.  Research 



 

suggests, surprisingly, female pub 
landladies were not uncommon at 
that time. 

1837 - A local 18 year old stable lad, 
William Brighton, destroyed himself 
by nearly severing his head using a 
cut throat razor. The inquest was 
held at the White Lion.  At that time 
inquests were often held in local 
public houses. 

1840 and 63 - Hundreds attended 
the shooting competitions in the 
grounds of the White Lion, with a fat 
pig being offered as a prize on one 
occasion. 

1865 - Thomas Symes, a local stable 
man, was charged with the theft of 
£20 (£1,000) from the White Lion. He 
was remanded in custody and, 
interestingly, his same name 
appears in newspaper reports 
across the West Country in 
connection with similar crime. 

 

13. GRANGE HYRST 

In about 1820 John Francis Maubert 
bought up a number of plots of land 
on the western side of South 
Norwood Hill, then known as 
Beggars Hill, and south of Grange 
Hill.  He was a stockbroker who was 
born in Switzerland but the family 
seem to have settled in England.  
The vast plot commanded 
magnificent views to the south, east 
and west.  He had a mansion built, 

near the summit of the plot, called 
Grange Hyrst. (Grange = farm, Hyrst 
= wooded hill). 

When sold in 1912 the first floor of 
the house had six bedrooms, two 
dressing rooms, 2 WCs, a bathroom 
with H&C, four servants’ bedrooms 
with their own bathroom and WC 
and a grand smoking room off the 
half landing. 

On the ground floor were four 
reception rooms, a stone flagged 
hallway separated from a range of 
domestic rooms and servants’ 
rooms and WC.  There was also a 
basement with various rooms, 
including a strong room, and cellars.  
Outside there were stables and a 
lodge for the coachman and his 
family.   

Maubert was obviously successful 
as a stockbroker, and was also 
known as a philanthropist – he ran 
the Welfare Committee at the Stock 
Exchange and contributed to 
various charities. 

In 1843 Captain Carey married 
Maubert's only daughter, Mary Ann, 
and moved in to Grange Hyrst.  
Maubert died in 1849 and after the 
death of his wife in 1863 the 
previously penniless Captain Carey 
inherited the whole estate and 
family fortune. By 1870 Captain 
Carey had been promoted to 
Admiral but in 1881 was living at 
Grange Hyrst with just his servants.  

 

 

Grange Hill House, Grange Hyrst and Lodge, and Falkland Park Lodge. 



 

 

Grange Hill is named as 'Grange Road' on this map. 



 

In 1883 a local inquest into the 
gruesome death of Annie Harman, 
21, one of the house's servants, was 
held: 

It was reported that John Russell, a 
railway porter on the LC&D railway, 
whilst walking along the line, found 
a woman's hat, a piece of a jacket 
and a boot.  Then he came upon a 
woman's body lying across the lines.  
He caught hold of her wrist and to 
his horror her arm came off.  Nearby 
he found her severed head. 

A fellow servant, who occupied the 
same bed, said Harman had been 
keeping company with a young 
man.  She also said Harman had not 
been able to carry out her duties 
properly of late being unable to 
sleep at night.  

The jury reached the following 
verdict: 'The deceased met her death 
by misadventure, whilst wandering 
on the railway line in a state of 
mental derangement'. 

           

Grange Hyrst with the front door at the side of the house

On the death of his brother, in 1884, 
Admiral Carey became the 11th 
Viscount of Falkland. 

After the death of Viscount Falkland 
at Grange Hyrst in 1886 (from 
cancer of the mouth, probably the 
result of excessive smoking or 
drinking or both), he was buried in 

the Maubert family grave in All 
Saints’ Church yard.  The Grange 
Hyrst estate passed to his cousin but 
was put up for sale and bought by 
Thomas McMeekin, who built 
Falkland Park, see section 13. 

Grange Hyrst was renamed Preston 
House 1895-97.  In 1904-6 it was 



 

occupied by Theodore Cassius 
Schmitz, a sponge merchant, who 
became bankrupt in 1906. 
Interestingly, although born in 
Croydon of German extraction, he 
changed his name by deed poll, 
along with numerous others, during 
World War 1 to Theodore Elliot-
Lawson. 

The house was put up for sale in 
1912 and 1920, described as 'old 
fashioned and in need of some 
repair'.  Needless to say it did not 
sell and was probably demolished 
during the 1920s and some of the 
land sold off as building plots. 

 

 

Grange Hyrst as seen in the sales catalogue 

 

14. FALKLAND PARK 

(Spurgeon's College) 

Falkland Park was built of white 
Suffolk bricks with Portland Stone 
dressings.  It was described by 
English Heritage in 1988 as of 
'Mongrel Classical Style'.  Like The 
Grange, its entrance with portico is 
to the side allowing as many rooms 
as possible to benefit from the 

magnificent views to the south and 
west. 

The west front is symmetrical with a 
central belvedere and large bay 
windows.  Inside is a two-storey 
galleried staircase with Renaissance 
style decoration. A conservatory and 
covered link were added to the 
south by 1904. In 1936 a library 
with bedroom above was added 
and extended in 1963.



 

A chapel was added in 1956 and an 
additional storey was added to the 
service wing. 

The college as it stands has not been 
drastically altered; the main 
elevations survive intact and in 
detail. Inside the main plan survives 
along with much of the original 
decoration.  

When put up for sale in 1912 the 
first floor had 7 bedrooms, day and 
night nurseries, bathrooms and 

dressing rooms. The belvedere was 
described as a smoking room with 
balcony to admire the views.  On the 
ground floor there were a dining 
room, morning room, double 
drawing room and library.  
Household facilities and servants’ 
quarters were in the two wings.  In 
the basement were coal cellars, a 
boiler room and two wine cellars. 

There was stand-alone garaging for 
14 cars, complete with inspection 
pits, as well as a laundry block.

 

In the grounds were a vast 

ornamental lake, a tower summer 

house and an ice house.  There was 

a range of glasshouses, a vast 

conservatory with glazed corridor, 

heated vinery, nectarine and peach 

houses, potting shed, fruit garden, 

orchards and a huge kitchen garden. 

To return to our story: following the 

death of Viscount Falkland Thomas 

McMeekin bought Grange Hyrst.  

McMeekin, originally from Scotland, 

was a tea merchant with estates in 

India managed by his sons. He 

seems to have been unhappy with 

Grange Hyrst as by 1890 he 



 

employed architect Henry Rawlins 

and north London builders Patman 

and Fotheringham to build him a 

grand mansion which he called 

Falkland Park, after Viscount 

Falkland.   

McMeekin had moved in by 1891, 

living there with his wife, Eliza, two 

daughters and three sons. Oddly he 

had only three servants in the house, 

a cook and two maids, perhaps a 

sign of reduced circumstances.  

Within a few weeks of moving in the 

house was burgled, a bit of an 

amateur job as the thieves disturbed 

the household and fled empty-

handed only to be apprehended by 

local constables in Grange Road, 

then known as Decimus Burton 

Road.  

 McMeekin's finances were 

impoverished by the delayed arrival 

of two cargoes of tea accompanied 

by a fall in the global price of tea.  He 

moved back in to Grange Hyrst and 

put the rest of the estate up for sale.    

In 1897 McMeekin was charged with 

assault. However, it turned out to be 

a case of mistaken identity.  In 1900 

he retired to Bournemouth. 

Charles Hay Walker, a wealthy civil 

engineer, bought the Falkland Park 

estate in 1900 and was living there in 

1911 with his wife, Fanny (first 

cousin), their four sons and four 

daughters, 9 house servants and 

numerous gardeners.  The Walkers 

were Baptists.  Charles set up a 

village and quarry in Uruguay across 

the river Plate to provide stone for 

the Buenos Aires docks – apparently 

the new village was (and probably 

still is) the only village in Uruguay 

with just a Baptist church and no 

Catholic church ! 

His wife died in 1918 and Charles 

remarried, Miss Grace Inskip, in 

1922.  He put the estate up for sale 

in 1912 and 1920 but it did not sell 

and so they stayed on.  

During World War 1 the house was 

requisitioned for military use and 

during that time the grounds were 

much neglected.   

In 1922 Walker gave Falkland Park 

House, some of the grounds and 

money, to run it, to the Baptist 

College, now called Spurgeon’s 

College after the famous Charles 

Haddon Spurgeon, who lived nearby. 

During 1926/7 the rest of the grounds 

were divided up and sold off as 

building plots.  In more recent times 

a development of flats was built on 

the South Norwood Hill frontage, 

sharing the main entrance to the 

College.

 

 

 

 



 

15. THE BOMBING OF 

CROYDON WWII 

The attack on Croydon Aerodrome 

August 15th, 1940 heralded the Blitz 

on Britain.  During the Blitz over 

2,700 high explosive bombs fell on 

Croydon, including 44 over 500lbs, 9 

land mines and 94 oil bombs. Over 

1,200 dwellings were destroyed.  

During the night of November 7th 
1940 a high explosive bomb fell on 
Falkland Park Avenue destroying 
nos. 69 and 71, wrecking no. 67 and 
damaging 7 others.  The same night 
a bomb fell in the grounds of Beulieu 
Heights Hotel and three fell on All 
Saints’ Church, severely damaging 
the West End. 

Later in World War II Croydon was 
the worst hit London Borough during 
the battle of the flying bombs.  141 
fell on Croydon during 1944 killing 
211 and injuring 2,000.  1,400 homes 
were destroyed and 54,000 
damaged. 

At least 4 V1s fell in this area:  

21 June 1944 - Falkland Park 
Avenue and Ross Road destroying 6 
houses and severely damaging 39 
others with blast damage across 
400yds.  28 June 1944 South 
Norwood Hill, 8 houses destroyed. 
See photograph. 1 and 14 July 1944 
- Ross Road 

Houses in Falkland Park Ave and 
Ross Rd were rebuilt, some in the 
original style but others in a different 
design. The extent of the damaged 
area can still be seen. The speckled 
roofs of No’s 7 and 9 Ross are 
lasting evidence.   

Details of the flying bombs can be 
found on line at: 
http://www.flyingbombsandrockets.co
m/stats_summary.html 

The Croydon Borough Engineer 
produced nightly reports of all bombs 
and associated damage:  Croydon 
Archives: 
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/leisure/archi
ves 

             

South Norwood Hill damaged by a V2 rocket 1944 



 

16. GRANGEWOOD 

Grangewood was built in what is 
now Grangewood Park, a 
possible remnant of the Great 
North Wood, in 1861, designed 
by Mr Brown, for Charles Hood. It 
was a Victorian mansion built on 
two floors, the main part was 
symmetrical with a lower 
extension to the east.  The main 
drive led from the lodge at the 
northern end of the park, past a 
stable block and to the main 
entrance with flat roofed 
balustraded portico. It was brick 
built with Portland stone quoins 
and window reveals. The circular 
drive end allowed coaches and 

horses to turn round after 
delivering their passengers.  

The house faced south, on which 
face there were large bay 
windows at each end and a 
covered veranda. The views 
would have be severely restricted 
by the woodland but the house 
would have had an air of total 
seclusion.   

Charles Hood, born in 
Blackheath in 1806, was a 
successful iron merchant and 
inventor giving forth on various 
topics, including iron, coal and 
central heating, to the Royal 
Society of which he was a Fellow.  

 

Grangewood House, southern elevation  

As well as his work and lectures 
and publishing numerous 
articles Hood was an active local 
campaigner encouraging an 

influential group of residents in 
1863 to demand the separation 
of Norwood from Croydon and its 



 

establishment as a separate 
borough. 

He was backed by Rev Harwood 
(All Saints), Dr Hetley, Dr Butter, 
Joseph Welch and William Wigg. 
Their request was politely 
declined but they were offered 
extra representation on the 
Croydon Board of Health, the 
local body equating to today's 
Council.   

Not to be beaten, they then 
petitioned no one less than the 
Home Secretary, this time with 
more than 500 signatures. Again 
they were put off and so they 
took to challenging decisions of 
the Board of Health, especially 
when they felt Norwood 
ratepayers’ money was being 
squandered on unnecessary 
public works such as local gas 
supplies, sewers and the 
Beddington Sewerage Farm. 

The wealthy and influential local 
residents complained about 
many aspects of Norwood life 
which displeased them, 
including excessive burials in the 

church yard, ragged orphans 
from Aubin's Poor House passing 
their front doors on their way to 
school at All Saints, the lack of 
street lighting and poor road 
drainage. 

Hood died in 1889 and is buried 
in West Norwood cemetery.  
Street directories show 
Grangewood as unoccupied 
between 1892 and 1899. The 
local authority showed an 
interest and at one time a fever 
hospital was proposed. 

In 1900 Croydon Council bought 
the park and house and used the 
mansion as a museum with local 
rocks and Roman artefacts.  They 
built a bandstand, since 
demolished, tennis courts and 
bowling green.  The house was 
used by Canadian troops during 
World War 1 and the house and 
grounds were damaged by 
bombs in World War 2.  The 
Council created the southern 
entrance and lodge, filled in the 
large pond to the south west of 
the house and finally, in 1960, 
demolished the house.

 

17. OAKHURST 

Oakhurst is a tall Victorian Villa on 
the corner of Ross Road and 
Canham Road, dating from 1883.  As 
with other grand houses in the area 
it is built of London yellow stock 
bricks but it has horizontal redbrick 
decoration and inset terracotta 
panels in the art nouveau style. It 

has large bay windows on the 
northern and southern elevations 
and has fantastic views to the south.  
Ross Road also had two larger 
mansions: one used by the Council 
for old people in recent times and 
the other by the Salvation Army. 
Both sites are now taken up with 
Ardent Close (after a ship lost in the 



 

Falklands War) and Cuthbert 
Gardens. 

Oakhurst was built by local builder 
Charles Wright, who lived on Beulah 
Hill.  In 1881 he was employing 20 
men. 

Oakhurst was occupied, between 
about 1890 and 1900 by Charles 
John Letts, grandson of John Letts, 
publisher of diaries, printer, 
stationer and bookbinder.   

After John's death in 1873 the 
business closed, but Charles Letts 
founded Charles Letts and Co and, 
as a result of hard work on his 
behalf and his two sons, it 
eventually became successful.  They 
concentrated on publishing diaries.  
The business continues to this day. 

Charles was widowed twice, the 
second time whilst at Oakhurst in 
1899. 

18. KILRAVOCK 

Kilravock is a Georgian style 
mansion built in 1863 on three 
floors with a basement. It had 
twelve bedrooms and dressing 
rooms, four reception including a 
billiard room, domestic offices 
including servants’ quarters and 
kitchen. The house was constructed 
using London yellow stock bricks, 
probably not local, the front 
elevation is decorated with mock 
pillars and a rose and thistle frieze. 
The entrance has a portico with 
surmounting balustrade. The 
southern elevation has two storey 
bay windows and stunning views! 

 

The view south from Kilravock 

To the east was a modest lodge, 
since demolished, and to the west a 
stable block which originally had 
stables for 8 horses with rooms 
above.  The stables are now 
converted into flats with the original 
stable access still apparent at the far 

end. There was a walled fruit 
garden, vinery and extensive 
paddock. 

Kilravock has been proposed as 
'Pondicherry Lodge', the home of 
Major Sholto in ‘The sign of Four’ by 



 

Arthur Conan Doyle.  Doyle lived at 

12 Tennison Road at the time of 

writing the book, less than a mile 

south and could easily have seen 

Kilravock from there.  

Kilravock was built by 'Major' 

Thomas Ross who also negotiated 

access to it from South Norwood Hill 

and after whom the road is named. 

Ross only lived here briefly until his 

death in 1868 after which it was 

leased and most of the grounds sold 

off for building. It was much 

neglected by the 1990s but 

applications to demolish it for 

redevelopment were resisted by 

Croydon Council.  Unfortunately it 

was gutted in a major fire in 1999, 

however it was fully refurbished and 

with the addition of dormer windows 

and two smaller new blocks it 

provides highly valued leasehold 

flats. 

Thomas Ross  A cad and a 

bounder or kind Victorian 

entrepreneur?  Thomas D Ross was 

born in Cork, Ireland, in 1795, the 

eldest of three brothers.  At some 

point he moved to England and aged 

19 joined the Suffolk Militia, (Reserve 

or Territorial Army).  His only service 

was as peacekeeper for a few 

months in Ireland, on his return his 

militia was stood down but by 

attending training sessions he was 

promoted, over the next 30 years, to 

Lieutenant, Captain and then Major.  

Such ranks had no real status, but to 

gain kudos in his building business 

he pretended that he was a serving 

officer in the regular army. 

He married his business partner’s 

relation, Harriet Brittain, in 1816, their 

son being baptised 9 months later.  

The son died a year later and he left 

his wife, moving in with the 

unmarried partner of another of his 

business partners. Together they had 

a son, Thomas Ross. 

In June 1867 he was summonsed 

before Alderman Hale at the London 

Guildhall for abusing a policeman 

who, it was claimed, he had called a 

'damned rascal' after being 

reprimanded for allowing his carriage 

to obstruct the highway. 

A year later, along with a number of 

other wealthy men, he foolishly fell 

for a fraud carried out by Henry 

Bedwell, who gathered donations 

from them for the non-existent 

'Foreign Girls’ Protection Society'!  

Bedwell was found guilty of fraud and 

given five years’ penal servitude.  

On his deathbed Major Ross dictated 

a will that left his financial affairs in 

chaos for the next 30 years and tried 

to add even more kudos by leaving a 

shilling each to Major Sartorius and 

his wife, but only the same amount to 

his son and surviving brother! 

Read ‘Kilravock’ by Eric Kings, 

available from the Norwood Society, 

to learn more about the life of Major 

Ross. 

 

 



 

19. OAKHURST LODGE 

South of Oakhurst at the corner of 

Wrights Road is a cottage called 

Oakhurst Lodge.  This house was 

part of the stables and outbuildings 

of Oakhurst, built in 1883 by the 

builder Wright. 

 

18. BRICKFIELDS 

During the late 

19th Century and 

early 20th with the 

expansion of 

suburban working 

and middle class 

housing bricks 

were very much in 

demand. This area 

provided the key 

main ingredient, 

London clay. 

Numerous local 

brick fields/works 

were set up. 

These brick fields, 

and the area south 

of Whitehorse Lane, appear on the 

1894 and 1913 OS maps. By 1932 

the area south had become Crystal 

Palace (Selhurst Park) football 

ground.  Allotments covered the area 

to the north.  

An article in the Croydon Advertiser, 

14th February 1891, reported the 

prosecution of three local boys for 

theft and damage to Collis's brick 

factory on Whitehorse Lane. 

 

 

One was given six strokes of the 

birch, a second two months’ hard 

labour and the third 6 weeks’ hard 

labour followed by three years in a 

reformatory. 

 Penalties at that time would be 

considered extremely severe by 

modern standards.   Reformatories 

were much like the workhouse where 

training and religious education 

would be provided. It is possible that 

the brickworks ground, which 

remains as open space, was 

considered too polluted to build on. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


