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THE WALK 

This booklet 

follows the walk 

shown in green 

on this map, 

beginning at 

Wharncliffe 

Lodge and 

ending at Grange 

Wood House.  

Features are 

listed in the order 

they are reached 

whilst walking 

around the park. 

1 Wharncliffe 

Lodge 

2 Stables 

3 Greenhouses 

4 Kilravock 

5 Tennis courts 

6 Bowling greens 

7 Ross Lodge 

8 Heath Lodge 

9 The Pond 

10 Bandstand 

11Grange Wood 

House  

 
Extract from the 1911 Ordnance Survey Map. 
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THE GREAT NORTH WOOD 

Grange Wood, now known as Grangewood Park, was originally part of the 

‘Great Northwood’ a large expanse of woodland stretching from Honor Oak in 

the north to Selhurst 

in the south.  Its name 

is derived from it 

being ‘north’ of the 

Downs.  This section 

was bought by John 

Cator Esquire in 1787 

and enclosed by him 

in 1797. At that time it 

was known as ‘White 

Horse Wood’ 

(Croydon Inclosure 

(sic) map 1800), 

though the name 

‘White House Wood’ 

appears on numerous 

maps from as early as 

Rocque’s map of 

1745.  (1788, 1816, 

1829, 1832 and 1877 

OS maps).   

Decimus Burton Road 

was laid out as an 

access route from 

Thornton Heath to the 

Beulah Spa grounds 

passing along the 

edge of Grange Wood. It is now know as Grange Road. The section north of 

Grange Hill does not follow the original route.  The grounds of the spa were 

opened to the public in 1831 and were designed, along with the Spa House 

and Lodge by the noted architect Decimus Burton. (Norwood Review, no. 66, 

1977). It was still known as Decimus Burton Road in 1889. (Croydon 

Advertiser & East Surrey Reporter, 29 June, 1889).  
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The woodland to the east and west of Grange Wood was cleared before 1850 

and the remaining woodland area was purchased by Charles Hood. 

The woodland is now known as Grangewood Park and covers an area of 11 

hectares (27acres).  The whole area was originally in ‘Upper Norwood’. 

In 1887 The Crown 

Prince of Germany 

accepted an invitation 

from Charles Hood to 

make use of the 

grounds whilst he was 

staying at the Queens 

Hotel in Church Road. 

(Morning Post 17 June 

1887). 

 

1, WHARNCLIFFE 

LODGE 

The Northern Lodge 

was built in 1861.  It 

was the original 

entrance from 

Decimus Burton Road 

at its junction with 

Wharncliffe Road to 

the grounds of Charles 

Hood's property 

‘Grange Wood’.   The 

grounds were laid out 

in 1861 when wealthy 

iron manufacturer, 

scientist and inventor 

Charles Hood also had 

the house built.  Wharncliffe Road was the boundary between Grange Wood 

and what was to become The Falkland Park Estate (1886 Estate map).  It is 

probable that the present gates were installed by Croydon Council when they 

  Croydon ‘Inclosure’ Map. 1800. 
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took over the estate after 1900 as all three sets of gates around the park 

match in style and those at the southern and, probably, eastern entrances did 

not exist when Hood occupied the estate.  

In 1932 Wharncliffe Lodge was known as Grange Wood Lodge and occupied 

by Mr L Bush. (Ward, 1932). 

 

Wharncliffe Lodge 

2, THE STABLES 

Horse drawn carriages would approach Hood’s mansion southwards along 

the drive from the northern entrance gates and deposit their occupants at the 

turning point at the rear of Grange Wood House. (see page 16).  They would 

then turn around before taking the right hand fork to the extensive stable area 

someway north of the house. This area is currently fenced off and the stables 

demolished.  The area was enclosed by Croydon Council when they took 

over the woodland.  The stabling consisted of detached buildings housing: 

 Four stalls, three Large loose boxes, harness-room,  

 Coach-house for six carriages 

 Five living rooms above 

 Fitted laundry 
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Towards the end of World War two a V2 rocket fell 50m to the west of the 

park and felled many trees and caused some damage to the stables and the 

house. (Croydon Council bomb map). 

3, GREENHOUSES 

The greenhouses, 

only the one wall of 

which remain, 

kitchen garden, a 

vinery orchard, 

vegetable garden, 

two forcing pits and 

gardener’s cottage 

together comprised 

a small farmer was 

used to grow 

produce for Mr 

Hood’s household 

kitchen.  There 

were several other 

buildings located 

nearby which no 

longer exist (1893 

OS map, Falkland 

Park Estate map 

1920). 

 

 

Greenhouse, vinery, 
forcing pits, kitchen 
garden, and gardener’s 
cottage, 1894 OS map. 
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4, KILRAVOCK HOUSE 

Just outside of the eastern point of the park where Ross, Wharncliffe, and 

Canham Roads meet stands the imposing (refurbished) Kilravock House.  

This was built just after Grangewood House by Thomas Ross in 1863 

(Thomas Ross of Kilravock House: His Life and Times, Eric Kings, 2006).  

Thomas Ross was a typical Victorian Entrepreneur who made his money 

from cashing in on the building industry.  He acquired a number of plots of 

land just outside of the park and had Ross Road constructed as an access 

road from Beggars Hill, now South Norwood Hill constructed to serve his 

house.  He died in 1868 leaving a will, dictated on his death-bed, which left 

his estate in chaos for the next 30 years!  It is possible that Kilravock was the 

model for ‘Pondicherry Lodge’ in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s ‘The Sign of Four’ 

which he wrote in eyeshot in Tennison Road. 
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5, THE TENNIS COURTS 

Croydon Council purchased the estate in 1900 there were five tennis courts 

established (1932 OS map). Three of which occupied the position of the 

present bowling green.

 

The tennis courts and bowling green in 1932. 

 

6, THE BOWLING GREENS 

The original 

bowling 

green was 

south west of 

the present 

one and 

somewhat 

smaller.  The 

Grangewood 

Bowling Club 

was founded 

in 1926 and 

had its small 

wooden 
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clubhouse at its southern end. Unfortunately the clubhouse burnt down, 

probably in the 1950s (club member’s recollection) and a new green and brick 

built clubhouse were established where they stand today.   

 

Grangewood park Bowling Club. 

 

7, ROSS LODGE 

There was a lodge bordering Ross Road, known as Ross Lodge.  It was 

located, opposite number 180 Ross Road (1868, 1877, 1893 maps). It 

appears to have been quite substantial being composed of two adjoining 

buildings.  Its purpose remains unclear as the approach from Ross Road 

would have been too steep for a horse and carriage but it may have served 

as accommodation for estate workers. 

It was short lived and was gone by 1911 (1911, 1913 & 1932 OS maps).  It 

has been suggested that its demise was the result of subsidence due its 

location near to the eastern boundary where there is a steep bank sloping 
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down to towards Ross Road.  Various people have claimed that it existed 

until 1987 but this seems unlikely as it does not appear on any maps after 

1911 and its site is very overgrown. 

 

Ross Lodge 1894 OS map. 

 

8, HEATH LODGE 

The southern 

lodge known 

as Heath 

lodge was 

never part of 

Hood’s 

estate, even 

the triangle of 

land in which 

it stands was 

outside of the 

estate.  

Charles Hood 

died in 1889 

but had probably moved away at some point following the death of his wife, 

Catherine, in 1876. The house remain unoccupied for several years after his, 

death until the whole estate was bought by Croydon Council who at about the 
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same time added the southern triangle of land and built the Heath Lodge 

there to house a park keeper sometime between 1900 and 1911, (1911 OS 

map).  It is included in the Ward 1932 street directory as Thornton Heath 

Lodge, occupied by Mr H Webster. 

See page  for information about the park gates. 

 

9, THE POND 

 

 

A pond was created for Hood and his wife Catherine south-south west of the 

house as an ornamental feature and was still present just before World War 

Two (1932-6 OS map).  It was small, being less than 50 meters long and little 

more than ten metres wide.  It tailed off to a point at its southern end after 

passing under a rustic bridge, see above.  The location chosen for it is odd 

being on a small shelf of land just above a steep slope down to Grange Road 

but possibly it was just visible from the Grange Wood House. However at 

some point it was in-filled by Croydon Council, C1960. 
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10, THE BAND STAND 

An octagonal band stand was built by Croydon Council just west of the 

southern end of the bowling green. It was still evident just after the war (1932, 

1938-44, OS maps).  It fell into disuse as tastes in entertainment changed 

and was demolished, C1960. 
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TREES AND VEGETATION 

Most of the park is composed of oak woodland.  The trees between the 

northern entrance and the house are relatively young, perhaps 100 to150 

years old suggesting they may have been planted at the time Grange Wood 

House was built.  However there are numerous trees further south of 

considerable stature, many exceeding 3 metres in girth suggesting they date 

from well before the area was enclosed and the house built.  They are 

possibly 350 years old and as such remnants of the Great North Wood.  

South of the house is an area that was planted out for Charles and Catherine  

Hood with an extensive lawn and a variety of coniferous and deciduous trees 

as well as a variety shrubs and pampas grass, many of which still exist. The 

fencing around these lawns was added by Croydon Corporation after World 

war two. 

 

 

The lawns and ornamental planting in front of Grange Wood House. 
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11, GRANGE WOOD HOUSE  

Grange Wood House was built for Charles Hood on land within Grange Wood 

near the southern end of the Norwood spur at an elevation of 92 metres 

(300ft), so as to ensure commanding views to the south and southwest from 

the front of the house. 

 

Hood commissioned the building of Grangewood House in 1861, where he 

moved with his wife the following year. The house was a grand detached 

Italianate Victorian villa.  Upper Norwood had become very fashionable and 

was occupied by a number of wealthy merchants in large houses, such as the 

Grange at the foot of Grange Hill and some of which, such as nearby 

Grangehyrst stood in extensive grounds.    

Grange Wood House had commanding views southwards from its large bay 

windows and veranda.  It had a lodge, extensive stabling, with living rooms 

and laundry and a walled kitchen garden with greenhouses to supply 

vegetables to the house.  Hood had the trees in front of the house cleared 

and the area landscaped to open up the view.  Charles lived there at the time 
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of the 1871 census but his wife was absent on census night away visiting 

friends.  At that time they had only two domestic servants and a gardener.   

The house was on two floors, with basement and consisted of: 

First floor: 

 Ten bedrooms 

 Bath-room, box-room, plate-room, housemaid’s-room, linen closet 

 Principle & secondary staircases 

Ground floor: 

 Portico &entrance-hall 

 Drawing-room (two bays) 

 Dining-room with three French casements & verandah 

 Library 

 Conservatory 

 Breakfast-room 

 Cloak-room, butler’s pantry, housekeeper’s room & offices 

Basement: 

 Extensive dry cellarage & storage 

The rear of Grange Wood House, showing the portico over the entrance. 
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At some point after the death of his wife, Charles moved to Bayswater where 

he subsequently died.  Following his death the Metropolitan Asylums Board 

applied, in 1893, to build a ‘Fever Hospital’ in the grounds of the Grange 

Wood Estate.  An inquiry was held with wealthy local residents protesting 

about a danger to their health and, probably more importantly, about the 

detrimental effect such an establishment would have on the value of their 

properties. 

 

The Local Government Board subsequently refused permission for the 

hospital, though the application had already been withdrawn.  The Board was 

accused of kowtowing to the demands of local residents and failing in their 

duty to ‘restore the health of the sick poor of the slums’.   

Supposedly during World War One it was used to billet Canadian troops, 

however there is no evidence to support this. The house was occupied by a 

Mr J Jeffreys between 1910 and1914, and then Mr James Still 1918-1925, 

(Ward street directories).  For a full list of residents see page 23. 

Following the purchase of the park by the Corporation the mansion was used 

as a Museum which housed a fine collection of minerals, corals, shells and 

local Roman antiquities. One room in the Mansion was known as the 

Veterans Club for the use of the male pensioners of the district where they 
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played cards and other various games or just sat and talked. Visitors to the 

park and museum could obtain refreshments from the tea-room in the house.  

The museum was badly run by the Parks Department of the council who were 

far more interested in plants than antiquities!   

Between 1932 and 1937 it was being used by the council as an ‘Occupation 

Centre Special School’.  This was to educate children with mental disabilities 

(Ward Street directories: 1932 & 1937, 1932, 1938-44 and OS maps).   

The nursery and greenhouse that served Hood were used by the Corporation 

for plant production and locally it was famous for its chrysanthemums.  In the 

autumn the greenhouses were open to the public so that they could see plant 

production.  During the World War Two, like other Corporation nurseries, it 

was given over to food production. After the war part of the nursery was 

demolished to make room for tennis courts and in the mid sixties it was 

closed when all nursery production in the Borough was transferred to one 

central site.  The museum collection was stored in an out-house of the main 

building. At the outbreak of World war two it was supposedly broken in to and 

many of the items were damaged or stolen. 

The Grange Wood House was damaged during the war and then left by the 

council to deteriorate.  It was finally demolished by the council in 1957. 

 

CHARLES HOOD 

Charles Hood was born 10 April 1805 in Blackheath, Kent.  He was the only 

child of William and Ann Hood. William was a merchant but little is known 

about his family or what his father traded in. 

Charles Hood was far more than just a Victorian entrepreneur working as an 

iron merchant.  He was an active fellow of the Royal Society and The Royal 

Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, the 

RSA, inventor, Chairman and founding member of the London Home and 

Hospital for Incurables as well as an active member of his local community. 

His membership of the Royal Society and Royal Society of Arts involved him 

in attending and giving lectures at their meetings and publishing numerous 

papers and books.  Many were treatise on the nature of burning coal; railway 

signalling and he took a great interest in the warming of buildings by hot 
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water, steam and hot air.  His book on this topic was first published in 1837 

and was later much revised and ran to more than six editions. 

In 1845 the Sussex Advertiser published an account of improvements to 

railway signalling. It mentions Hood's patented compressed air whistle of 

about 1842 used to warn train drivers of hazards on the line.  

He was on the board of the London Home and Hospital for Incurables from its 

establishment in 1861. It was reported in the Kentish Gazette in 1866 that he 

donated £300 a year, about £30,000 at today's values!  The Home originally 

on Clapham Rise moved to its present location, near Crown Point, just after 

Hood's death.   It was established by a group of philanthropists who had 

broken away from the Board of Management of the Hospital for Incurables 

Richmond Road.  It was one of the earliest establishments of its kind, 

intended to be a home for disabled middle-class people who found 

themselves in necessitous circumstances and incapacitated by incurable 

disease.  Hood served as chairman up until his death and it seems to have 

been typical of him to be part of a group that broke away when it did not 

approve of the established methods of organisations. 

Some years after his move to Norwood he championed another 'break away' 

proposing that the part of Upper Norwood in which he lived, then an integral 

part of Croydon, should be a stand-alone self governing district. In 1868 he 

raised several petitions of high minded wealthy local rate payers demanding 

Signatures at the foot of one of the petitions. 
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succession from Croydon.  Their main reason appears to have been that they 

objected to the money collected by way of their ‘rates’ was being spent on the 

lower classes further down the hill in Central Croydon.  Their demands were 

sent several times as a petition to the Croydon Board of Health and the 

Government but were soundly rejected.  

 

 

Charles Hood’s grave in West Norwood Cemetery.  © Stephen Oxford 

Although Hood was an active scientist with many 

inventions to his name he was a great believer in the 

literal sense of the bible putting his name in 1864 to a 

published declaration that one day the apparent clash 

between science and the bible over creation would be 

reconciled. 

Charles’s wife died at Grange Wood in 1876 and 

Charles continued to live there for a further five years 

and then moved to a far grander property at 10 

Leinster Gardens, Bayswater where he subsequently 

died on the 10 December 1889 as the result of 

‘laryngitis syncope’, a violent coughing fit.  He is 

buried, beside his wife, in West Norwood cemetery 

(Grave 16, 136, square 88) on the ship path. 
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THE PARK GATES - BAYLIS, JONES & BAYLISS 

William Bayliss, the founder of the firm, was born in 1803 into a Shropshire 
family who moved to Priestfield, where he was born. His father Moses was a 
blacksmith who had his own blacksmith's shop and looked after the mine 
pumping engines. Much of his work was for the miners, sharpening their 
picks, shoeing their horses and repairing hand tools.  

William saved hard and bought a large plot of wasteland in Cable Street, 
Wolverhampton where he established the Victoria Works in 1826. He began 
to produce iron products including sheep hurdles, railings, gates, stable 
fittings, ornamental ironwork and chains for mining and shipping. 

The current gates to Grangewood Park at the southern entrance. 
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Eventually his brother Moses, who had been a nut and bolt maker at 
Providence Works, Darlaston, joined him in the venture.  In 1859 they were 
joined by Edwin Jones, an iron trader from South Wales, The partnership 
then became Bayliss, Jones and Bayliss. 

The company were very successful and Mr Jones became resident in 
London, running an office at 84 Cannon Street E.C. 
 
Though a subsidiary of G.K.N. from 1922, the company kept its own name 
and the Bayliss family continued to provide its management. 

It all came to an end in the 1980s when GKN decided to close the steel side 
of the business and so the works were sold. 
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RESIDENTS OF GRANGE WOOD HOUSE & LODGES 
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Grangewood Park in 2022 remains under the care of Croydon Borough 

Council, however its maintenance has steadily deteriorated in spite of 

enthusiastic input from the Friends of Grangewood Park.   

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofgrangewood/ 

Part of the boundary fence on Grange Road, badly damaged several years 

ago, remains as it was after being hit by a van.  The northern lodge was sold 

off to a private buyer some years ago and has thankfully been restored and 

improved, the same fate awaits the larger southern one.  Litter and fly tipping, 

especially along the Grange Road boundary is an everyday eyesore.   

One good aspect is that the park and some of its facilities areregularly used 

by both young and old for exercise. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Norwood Society is the Heritage Society for Norwood, charity number: 

285547.  Membership is £10 and members receive four illustrated local 

history magazines per year.   It has two websites: 

https://www.norwoodsociety.co.uk/ 

Where you can find back copies of our quarterly magazine (free to members) 

and articles about Norwood dating back to the Society’s foundation in 1960.  

Books of local interest can be ordered. 

 

 

 

https://norwoodstreethistories.org.uk/ 

Is our most recent endeavour setting out to record the history of Norwood 

residents and their homes.  Streets are being added all the time and 

volunteers are always welcome to join us and research their own street. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsofgrangewood/
https://www.norwoodsociety.co.uk/
https://norwoodstreethistories.org.uk/
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